








Vol.I. ( 161 ) Numb. 41. 
THE 


VISIONS 
Sir Heifter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 


Cconetdap November 22. 1710. 


fuffering all the Agonies of Death ; 

Charles-Street, Covent-Garden, by which piece, I faw the Barbarity 
November 18. of Tyrants and other cruel Oppref- 

fors, and beheld with what Horror 

Cresent, for the 7 ig many dying Perfons enter'd into ae 

ment of my own Mind, I nother Srate. The next Reprefen- 
converfe with Poets, whom tation was Vertue in all its Beauty,as 

\ I find to be Perfons of Wit it appears in the Original, where that 
and good Language, though glorious Star fhines forth in its full 

fomething extravagant in their Hu- Luftre : This Figure hung up in my 

mours; yet even among thefé, as. Study,and called in many Spe¢tators, ’ 
with other Men. there isa difterence to view the Amiablenefs of every 
in their Genius and Morals. Meet- Lineament and Feature in it. ‘The 
ing with one laft Night, whois much third Reprefentation was a Virgin of 
a Gentleman, hecarry’d me to his fuch furpatiing Chaftity, and bore fo 
Hout, and fhewed me feveral excel- great Contempt to the World; that 
lent Poems of his own compofing,in neither the Amours nor Prefents of 
praife of Modefty: I was fo well Emperors and Kings, could attain 
pleas’d with thefe Verfes, that they her Confenr, cither for a Wife or a 
rais'd in me fublime Contemplations; Miftrefs : This Pidture I made feve- 
in which State of Thought I drew. ral Remarks upon, and then fhewed 
out to my felf feveral Reprefentati- it to my Maiden Daughters ro drefé 
ons ; One was the Image of a Man shertens by. The fourth Repre- 
tortured with a thoufand Pains, and earaHon. was a Lady skill’d in — 
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Arts and Sciences, acquainted with 
many Languages, ofva fingular and 


piercing Judgment, the Author of 


many choice Books and curious Ma- 
nufcripts, and a ht Compinion either 
for Princes: Divines, or Philof phers: 
This Cur I gaz’d upon with the 
greateft SarisfaStion; and endea- 
vour'd to m.ach the Original among 
our Modern Women, but could nor 
do it. Having finifh’a thefe Perfor- 
minces ; 1 went into my Library, 
snd found among my paddy a 
Paflage not alrogether foreign from 
this Subject, whether ic be a Fiction 
or Reality it matters not; the Stor 

aflurds Wit and good Language ; at 
the Plots are artificially luid, and 
worth the Obfervation of the Curi- 
ous; what I miflike in the Work, is 
only the beginning,which is tragical: 
Giotto, an Italian Painter, defigning 
to draw a Crucifix to the Life, whee- 
died a poor Man to fuffer himfclf to 
be bound to a Crofs for an Hour, at 
theend of which he fhould be releaf- 
ed again, and receive a confiderable 
Gratuity for h’s Pains ; but inftead 
of this, as foon as he had him faft on 
the Crofs, he ftabb’d him to Death, 
and then fell ro Drawing: He wase 
fteemed the greateft Mafter in all I 
saly at that rime, and having this Ad- 
vantage of adying Perfon Fite n'dto 
a Crofs before him, there is no que- 
ftion but he made a matchlefs Piece 
of Work on’t. As foonas he had fi 
nifhed his Pi€ture, he carry’d it to 
the Pope, who was aftonifhed as ata 
Prodigy of Art , highly extolling the 
Exquilitenefs of the Features and 
Limbs, the languifhing pale deadnefS 


bd 
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of the Face, the unaffected finking 
of the Head; in @ word, he had 
drawn to the Life, not only that 
Privation of Senfe and Motidn,which 
we call Death. but even the very 
want of the lealt vital Symptom. This 
is betrer anderftood than expr d, 
every Body knows that it isa Mafter- 
pece to reprefent a Patiion or a 
Thought well ; and confequently 
much greater is it, to defcribe the 
total abfence of thefe interiour Facul- 
ties, fo as to diftinguith the Figure of 
a dead Man, from one that is only a- 
fleep : Neverthelefs,all this and much 
more, could the Pope difCern in the 
admirable Draught which Giotto pre- 
fented him with ; and his Holinefs 
fo highly approved of the fame, that 
he refolved to place it over the Altar 
of his own Chapel. Giotto told him, 
fince he lik’d the Copy fo well, he 
would fhew him the Original, if he 
pleafed. What doft thou mean by 
the Original (faid the Pope) wilt thou 
fhew me Chrift Jefus on a Crofs, in 
his own Perfon ? No {<P y'd Giotto) 
but I'll fhow your Holinef§ the Ori- 
Binal from Sciibe I drew this if you 
will abfulve me from all Punifhment, 
The Pontiff fufpe@ing fomething 
extraordinary, by the Painter's rhus 
capitulating with him, promifed on 
hisW ord to pardon him ; whichGierro 
Uelieving , immediately told him 
where it was, and attending him to 
the Place, as foon as they were en- 
ter’d, he drew a Curtain back, which 
hung before the dead Man on the 
Crofs, and told the Pope what he 
had done. His Holinefs being ex- 
tremely concerned at fo inhumanand 
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barbarous an Aétion, revok'd hisPro- 
mife, and told the Painter, he fhould 
furely be put to an exemplary Death. 
Gierto feemingly refign’d to the Sen 
tence pronounced againft him, and 
only bege'd leave to hnifh the Pi 
éture betore he died,which was gran 
ted him, In the mean while a Guard 
was fer ro prevent his Efcape. When 
the Pope had cavfi'd the Picture to 
be delivered into h's Hands, he rakes 
a Brufh. and dipping it in a fort of 
Stuff he had ready for that Purpofe, 
daubs the Picture all over with it; 
fo that nothing could be feen of the 
Crucihx, but it was quite defaced in 
all outward appearance. This made 
the Pope fturk mad; he ftamp’d, 
foam’d and ravd like one ina Fren 
zy. He {wore the Painter fhould 
fufler the moft cruel Death that 
could be invented, unlefs he drew a- 
nother fullas gocd as the former; 
for if bur the leatt Grace were mif- 
fing, he would not pardon nim but 
if he could produce an exact Parallel, 
he would not only give him his Life, 
but. an ample Reward «in Money. 
The Painter (as he had reafon) de- 
fir'd this under the Popes Signet,that 
he might not be in danger of a fe- 
cond Repeal, which was allow’d him. 
Then he took a wet Spunge,.and 
wip'd off all the Varmifh he hid 
daub’d on the Picture; and the Cru- 
cifix appear’d the fame inall refpeéts 
as it was before. The Pope, who 
look'd upon this as a great Secret, 
being ignorant of the Arts which 
Painters ufed, was tranfported at the 
ftrange Metamorpholis ; and to re- 
ward the Painter’s treble Ingenuity, 


be abfolved him from all his Sins, 
and the Punifhments due to them ; 
ordering moreover his Steward to 
cover the Picture all over with Gold, 
as a farther Gratuity for the Painter, 
And ‘tis faid this Cruc ‘hx is the Ori- 
ginal by which the moft famous 
Crucifixes in Europe are drawn.Some 
are of the Opinion. that upon the 
drawing of this Picce,fo near the 
Lite the Italians have ever {ince held 
Painters in great Efteem: but it is 
to be fuppofed, thar other Nations 
retain as great a Value for rthofe 
Gentlemen. who are well skill’d in 
that noble Sctence as the Romans 
themf: ves, notwithftanding that the 
latter mak: the moft ule of Piétures 
of any People in the World. 





From St. James's Coffee-houfe, Novem- 
ber 19. 


Have here received from an un- 

known Hand a Packet of Manu- 
fcripts, which are too divine and fa- 
cred to be inferted in this Paper. The 
Diftotrfes contain {9 much Learning 
and fine Languige, that I may fay 
without Flatrery to the Pen who 
drew the Lines, they are a Compo- 


_firion of Sentences fo curioufly coms 


pil’d together, as nor'to be capable 


' of being either mended or corre&ted. 


There runs a fine Springdf Thought 
through every Page ; the Srile is like 
foft Mufick, fmooth and pleafahe to 
the Ear, without a Word that gives 
an unbecoming ftop, or feems to 
{trike a jar upon the Sweetnefs of 
the Harmony. It’s true, feveral = 

the 








‘the Notions are taken out of Horace, 
and other Poets; but they are fo 
neatly turn’dand humour d with new 
Fancies of Witthit one would think 
the Author had a Genius more quick 
arid retined then Homer or all the Ans 
cient Philolophers. In this Patket 
ot Manufcriprs a Letter was roll'd 
up, which | have here incerted. 


SIK, 
fe A’ Idea framed in the Mind 


appears to fome Readers more 
* beautiful than an Action really per- 
* form'd. In perufing one of your 


* Vilions, I cook my Pen and drew : 


up this Piece my felf. If you think 
the Lines are trifling (as I count 
them) commit the whole bundle to 
the Flames. An Emprefs fent out 
Mceffengers to enquire who was in 
Diftrefs,and was informed that one 
Fulius a Wife Man, and his Six 
Children, lived in greater Penury 
than any of her Subjects through- 
out the whole Empire. She was 
well pleafed: with the Narrative of 
the manner how they {pent their 
time, of the Support they were to 
each other ; and finding upon an 
exact Enquiry thatthe poor Man 
never charged Fortune with In- 
atitude, or wonder'd that Fate 
be fo unkind as to lodge 


S867 66 8 f @'6 wh @ 0h 6 @ 


& him and his Family on Beds of 


* Straw ; fhe wrote to Fwlins the fol- 
: lowing Letter. 
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Venerable Sir, 

OU are hereby required to 

come immediately with the 
Bearer, and bring your Family 
with you. I havea good Report 
of you, and therefore leave it to 
your felt, whether you will end 
your Days with me at my Palace, 
or dye in a good oldAge at a Houfe 
in ane of my Parks, which I fhail 


oe 
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reétions for defraying the Expences 
of your journey. If you charge to 
my Account lefs than ten Crowns 
a-day, you will incur the Difpiea- 
fure of your Sovereign. 


"e@® @ea eee titi@ea@ fe @ 


This famili.r Epiftle was delive- 
red to his eldeft Daughter Proba,who 
broke the Seal, and read ir. She con- 
ceived a more ravilhing Pleafure, 
than ever appeared in a Virgin when 
her beautitul Lover fate by her 
admiring her Charms. Young Proba’s 
Countenance fhewed a more than or- 
dinary Joy ; bur at laft fhe check’d 
her felf for her Mirth, and fire filent 
till FJu/ius her Father came in. He 
found her reading the Emprefs’s Let- 
ter; upon his Approach to her fhe 
told him the Contents, and at the 
fame time faid, I am now as humble 
and as much mortified ro the World, 
as I was in my low Eftate ; yet J 
refpeét kind Fortune, and return her 
ten thoufand Thanks for that the is 
fending my tender Parent, and all 
my half-ftarv'd Relations to enjoy 
Eafe and Plenty. 


THE 


appoint for you, I have given Di-. 
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